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Don’t relive the Kennedy assassination 


Man is nothing if not ingenious in inventing 
conspiratorial theories to cover the dramatic 
and tragic episodes of history, particularly the 
assassinations of heads of state. So it is not like- 
ly that there ever will be total acceptance of the 
Warren Commission’s findings on the murder of 
President John F. Kennedy. 

But while there is no way to prevent individu- 
als from giving free rein to their fantasies, nor 
.any reason to do so, government officials ought 
to be cautious about giving speculations con- 
•ceming the Kennedy case more substance than, 
they deserve. The Rockefeller Commission's re- 
port on the Central Intelligence Agency 
provides substantial argument against moves to 
' reopen the assassination inquiry. 

Although a full review of the Warren report on 
the assassination was not within the scope of the 
Rockefeller Commission’s assignment, the 
commission did get into some of the major alle- 



gations made by critics, one of which is that the 
CIA was involved in the assassination. 

Underlying the allegations of CIA involvement 
are suppositions that E. Howard Hunt and 
Frank Sturgis, two men who figured in the 
Watergate break-in, were working for the CIA 
and were in Dallas at the time of the assassina- 
tion. Although Hunt was a CIA employe at the 
time, the Rockefeller Commission said Sturgis 
was not then or ever an employe or agent of the 
CIA. Experts in photo identification told the 
commission that there is no basis for claims that 
Hunt and Sturgis appeared in photographs of 
several “derelicts” rounded up near the scene 
of the assassination. The commission also said 
there was no evidence that either Hunt or 
Sturgis was in Dallas that day, but rather there 
was testimony that they were in Washington and 
Miami, respectively. 

The Rockefeller Commission debunked claims 
; that assassin Lee Harvey Oswald and the man 
who killed Oswald, Jack Ruby, were connected 
with the CIA. The commission said there is no 
. evidence that either was an employe of the 
agency or ever acted for it in any capacity, di- 
rectly or indirectly. 

The Rockefeller panel also concluded that the 
- human figures (allegedly representing assas- 
sins) that some people claim to see in the area 
of a grassy knoll in front of the presidential 
. limousine in photographs taken at the* time of 
the assasination were nothing but images pro- 
duced by sunlight, shadows and leaves. 

The commission had a group of experts re- 
view autopsy reports and the movements of 
Kennedy’s body (as shown in films of the assas- 
sination) and they concluded that there was no 
medical evidence to support claims that the 
President was hit by a bullet coming from the 
front as well as those from Oswald’s rifle to the 
rear. 

Taken together, the Rockefeller Commission’s 
report reinforces the Warren Commission’s find- 
ing that Oswald acted alone in the assassina- 
tion. In the absence of any credible evidence to 
the-contrary, there is no reason to reopen the in- 
quiry and relive those gfiastly days, especially 
when the country has Enough on its hands dehl- 
1 ‘ing with the troubling problems of 1975. 


